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Finance Committee 
 

 
February 10th, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

6:00 pm, via Zoom 
 
Attendees: 
 Finance Committee 
 Present: 
 E. Callahan, D. Comastra, C. Hodgens, D. Madigan, P. Maloney, C. Strapponi 
 Absent:  

D. Piatt 
   
The Finance Committee meeting was opened at 6:02pm by Chris Hodgens.     

 
Votes: 
 

Meeting minutes for February 3, 2021 were presented.  A motion was made to accept the 
minutes; all voted in favor with Colleen Strapponi choosing to abstain due to absence.  
 
At 6:30pm discssion regarding the settlement agreement concluded.  The chair requested a 
motion to enter into recess until 7:00pm at which time the School Committee will present 
and discuss their proposed FY22 budget.  All voted in favor.  

 
Events: 
 

1. The committee received documents relevant to a settlement agreement between the 
Town of Hopedale and Grafton and Upton Rail Road.  

a. Associated documents to this discussion can be found on the Town’s website. 
b. Questions were raised regarding points of access to the parcels of land 

associated with the GURR.  Michael Milanoski indicated the roads are named 
Old County Road and Carpenter Road.  A request was made for maps 
indicating access roads and frontage.  A inquiry was made regarding traffic 
studies at access points; Mr. Milanoski indicated Route 140 is a state road and 
such study is not required. 

c. A question waas raised in regards to the position of the anonymous donor of 
only a portion of the parcel is purchased by the Town; Diana Schindler will be 
contacted to follow-up. 

 
2. The committee reviewed the School Department’s proposed FY22 budget. 



a. Superintendent Karen Crebase shared the proposed budget document via 
email and presented portions electronically during the meeting.  Hard copies 
can be obtained by contacting the Superintendent’s office.  Residents are 
encouraged to review the information. 

b. It was noted the budget was crafted with the assumption the school will return 
to full, five-day in-person learning for 2021-2022. 

c. Questions were raised and answered regarding the revolving account for BBC 
and related enrollment trends, the school choice revolving account and related 
enrollment trends and the calculation of Chapter 70 funds. 

d. The Superintendent indicated the Chapter 70 funds published on the Cherry 
Sheet can fluctuate through the State budgeting process, but based on history, 
will not change very much. 

 
3. The Finance Committee will continue meeting with departments to review and 

discuss proposed budget.  Public Safety Departments will be scheduled next with the 
remaining departments following.  It is expected to have all data culled together by 
the close of March. 

 
  
The Finance Committee Chair called the meeting to Adjournment at 7:53 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elizabeth S. Callahan 
 
Recording Secretary 
Hopedale Finance Committee 
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