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	TOWN OF HOPEDALE

78 Hopedale Street - P.O. Box 7

Hopedale, Massachusetts 01747
Tel: 508-634-2203     Fax: 508-634-2200


	Finance Committee



September 4th, 2020 Meeting Minutes
5:00 pm, via Zoom
Attendees:

Finance Committee


Present:


E. Callahan, D. Comastra, C. Hodgens, K. Hopkins, C. Strapponi

Absent: 

D. Piatt, D. Madigan

Additional people present

Diana Schindler, Town Manager

Lou Arcudi, Board of Selectmen


Tim Watson, Water & Sewer Department Head


Edward Burt, Water & Sewer Board
The meeting was opened at 5:03pm by Christopher Hodgens.


Votes:

1. A motion was made to approve the minutes of August 27, 2020 and September 2, 2020.  All voted in favor.
2. Changes were proposed to the documents available for public viewing on the Town website.  All voted in favor.

Events:
1. Postcard  mailing to residents prior to the September 15, 2020 election
a. Discussion of wording on the postcard – changes were proposed and agreed upon.  Karla Hopkins will revise the draft postcard
b. Discussion regarding reorganizing the Finance Committee’s page on the Town website with proposed documents to be linked for further budget information and FAQ’s
c. Don Comastra will facilitate the printing of the postcard and delivery to the post office.
2. Hopedale Finance Committee’s position on Town’s Right of First Refusal on a parcel of land being considered for purchase and/or development

a. Discussed the considerations of the land not being attractive to any other buyer or industry other than the railroad and the Town’s need for commercial tax revenue
b. Financing of the purchase was discussed

i. Using a potential price of $1.7M

ii. Debt retirement of the fire station renovation will occur in 2023 which could help with the Town affording the purchase

iii. Hopedale Foundation has indicated a willingness to make a yearly contribution to funding the purchase (not a lump sum)

iv. Tim Watson indicated a 34 acre parcel of land owned by the Town is not being utilized for Water & Sewer purposes; it is prepared for sale once approved by the Board of Selectmen to be placed on a warrant for Town Meeting vote; proceeds could be a potential offset 

c. A walk to observe a portion of the parcel of land is planned for 10:00am Saturday September 5, 2020.  Resident Liz Reilly will share details of a meeting location with interested parties.

d. The Committee agreed to meet Thursdsay September 10, 2020 at 6:00pm to wrap up discussions and vote.
The Chair called the meeting to Adjournment at 6:25 pm.  
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth S. Callahan

Recording Secretary

Hopedale Finance Committee
