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	TOWN OF HOPEDALE

78 Hopedale Street - P.O. Box 7

Hopedale, Massachusetts 01747
Tel: 508-634-2203     Fax: 508-634-2200


	Finance Committee



December 23rd, 2019 Meeting Minutes
3:00 pm, Town Hall, Draper Room
The Chair Called the Meeting to Order at 3:00 pm
Attendees:

Finance Committee


S. Hockenbury -Chair


D. Piatt, E Callahan,

Board of Selectmen

B. Keyes -Chair


T. Wesley, L. Arcudi,


Board of Assessors


E. Holland -Chair


D. Howes, L. Alberto

Events:
· The Board of Assessors requested that the town offer a counter-proposal to Principal Assessor Teri Gonsalves who had filed her resignation to take up a new job in another community

· To provide a counter-proposal, the town would need to use money in the Finance Committee Reserve Fund to pay at the new proposed contract level, the finance committee did not have a quorum and could not vote on the issue.

· Having no quorum, it and the time left to offer a counter the issue was ruled moot, but the topic was still discussed at some length.

· The Board of Assessors felt that Ms. Gonsalves was worth the money and was a tremendous asset to the town, and a joy to work with.

· The Finance committee did no dispute that and spoke well of her, and the institutional memory she carried.  However, we did not have enough time to evaluate the market for Assessors in the towns like Hopedale to make a fair enough argument to the town that we were paying at an appropriate level. Additionally, the Reserve Fund was already thin, and the precedent of offering such a counter given the manor this issue was raised would be problematic.

· The Board of Selectmen chose not to take a vote on the issue and, therefore, by default, did not offer a counteroffer.

The Chair called the meeting to Adjournment at 3:30 pm

