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	TOWN OF HOPEDALE

78 Hopedale Street - P.O. Box 7

Hopedale, Massachusetts 01747
Tel: 508-634-2203     Fax: 508-634-2200


	Finance Committee



September 11th, 2019 Meeting Minutes
6:00 pm, Atria Draper Place
The Chair Called the Meeting to Order at 6:05 pm
Attendees:

Finance Committee


S. Hockenbury -Chair


D. Comastra, K Hopkins, D. Piatt

Additional people present

E. Callahan

Votes:
· The committee voted unanimously to recommend Elizabeth Callahan to the Board of Selectmen to be a new member of the Finance Committee

Events:
· The Finance Committee asked Mrs. Callahan why she was looking to join the committee, and she responded speaking to her commitment to civic engagement, and her professional experience in 3 varying school systems including Hopedale Public Schools
· The committee then held a vote of recommendation regarding Mrs. Callahan’s appointment

· The Chair then explained why no letter from the committee was ultimately never sent to the voters before the vote on the town override

· The principal reason being that counsel at the Office of Campaign and Political Finance ruled the town could not spend money on a letter it deemed was electioneering.  The town could not mention that the ballot vote was on an override in any publicly paid for material advertising the vote

· One member felt that this was an unacceptable ruling and wanted to send questions to town counsel which would be funneled through Town Administrator
· The discussion on whether the letter was valid went back and forth but ultimately ended with a desire to seek more legal counsel to find out what would be acceptable language that could be used to the inform the public in the future

· The committee then discussed the $2.5 million bond that was approved at the 2018 Annual Town Meeting and what the debt schedule for that would look like.  It was decided that the next meeting, the town treasurer, would be invited to discuss this in greater detail.

The Chair called the meeting to Adjournment at 7 pm

