














































































 

75 State Street, Suite 701 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 

tel: 617 452-6000 

 

April 7, 2022 

 

David Sprowl, Chair 

Park Commission 

Town of Hopedale 

Town Hall 

78 Hopedale Street 

Hopedale, MA 01747 

 

Sent Via Email: parks@hopedale-ma.gov 

 

Subject: Draper Landfill Site 

161 Freedom Street 

Hopedale, MA 

 

Dear Mr. Sprowl: 

It has come to our attention that the Hopedale Youth Baseball Association (HYBA) 

recently inquired about bringing electric service to the Draper Baseball Field located 

within the Draper Landfill Site. This inquiry was recently discussed during a Park 

Commission meeting held on January 20, 2022. Minutes from that meeting included the 

following item: 

Scott Madeville from the HYBA Board of Directors is inquiring about adding 

electric service at the Draper Baseball Field. This request is the HYBA’s initial fact 

finding regarding electricity for the snack shack for interior and exterior outlets for 

a refrigerator. Future outlets would be looked into for pitching machines and 

lighting. The discussion concerns were hurdles and opposition due to the landfill 

and where to connect to existing poles. HYBA will investigate initial steps with 

National Grid taking into consideration that the parking lot is privately owned. 

Scott Mandeville will put together a feasibility report along with the cost analysis 

and report back to the HPC. 

CDM Smith Inc. has prepared this letter on behalf of Rockwell Automation, Inc. 

(Rockwell) to ensure any activities conducted at the Draper Baseball Field located 

within the Draper Landfill Site (the property) comply with the Donation Agreement 

between Rockwell and the Town and the Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) that apply to 

the property. The objective of the AUL is to prohibit deep excavations and intrusions 

into the subsurface at the property, including both the capped landfill and the 
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recreational area, including the ball fields. Rockwell’s objective in the Donation 

Agreement and the AUL was to protect public health and to prevent future activities 

that would disturb any part of the property below the shallow surface. 

The AUL is designed to define certain activities that are consistent with the objectives of 

preventing disturbance of deeper soils, and to prohibit other activities that are 

inconsistent with that objective. Generally stated, disturbance of soil is prohibited 

beyond the top two feet of the existing ground surface of the Property. A copy of the 

AUL is included with this letter. 

Should plans proceed for adding electric service to the property, which involve 

subsurface activities at the property, we request the opportunity to review those plans, 

on behalf of Rockwell. We also request that no subsurface activities be performed 

without prior approval of Rockwell.   

Please feel free to call or email me at (617) 452-6817 or vandorenep@cdmsmith.com if 

you wish to discuss. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Edward P. Van Doren, P.E., LSP, PMP 

Project Manager 

CDM Smith Inc. 

 

Attachment: AUL 

 

cc: Brian Keyes, Chair, Select Board, Town of Hopedale 

Diana Schindler, Town Administrator, Town of Hopedale 

Don Howes, Chair, Board of Health, Town Hopedale 

Mary Joann “Majo” Thurman, Rockwell Automation 
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