


From: hopedalecoa@comcast.net
To: Lindsay Mercier
Subject: FW: MWRTA Advisory Board
Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:14:13 AM

I am requesting reappointment to the MWRTA Advisory Board for the town of Hopedale. We are just
beginning to explore transportation solutions for seniors and our town.  I would like the opportunity
to continue this important work.
Please see the information enclosed.
 
Thanks,
 
Carole Mullen

From: Linda Murtagh <Linda@mwrta.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:02 AM
To: hopedalecoa@comcast.net
Subject: MWRTA Advisory Board
 
Hi Carole,
I have been trying to reach the Board of Selectmen to send confirmation of your
selection as designee to the MWRTA Advisory Board.
If you could please try to contact the Board on our behalf (or the Town Administrator) I
would appreciate it.
Thanks,
Linda
 
 
 
Good Morning,
As of 11.6.2020, we have not received a confirmation of Hopedale’s MWRTA
Advisory Board designee.
Below the body of the letter sent to your town early this summer.
Please send a letter by mail or email appointing the Board of Selectmen’s choice of
designee.
Thank you,
Linda
 
 
Pursuant to Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 161B, Sections 3 & 5, each Chief
Elected Executive Official of a city or town who are members of the Authority, is
that municipality’s representative to the Authority’s Advisory Board. The Chief
Elected Executive may, in writing, appoint a designee to act for her/him on the
Advisory Board during their tenure.
 



            Given that the majority of municipal elections in the MetroWest region are
conducted in the spring, and that most of the boards of selectmen are then re-
organized where the Chairperson is likely to change, the MWRTA asks that each
member community re-certify with the name and contact information of its
representative to the Authority, in writing, as soon as a Chairperson is selected. The
Federal Transit Administration under Title VI, encourages participation by
minorities on Boards such as this.
 
            We understand that during the current COVID-19 pandemic, town elections
have been postponed to a later date. Therefore, we are asking that all Chief Elected
Officials confirm the current Advisory Board Designee. In the event town elections
and reorganizations occur, if any designee selections change, a new confirmation
letter will need to be sent to the MWRTA, either by email or regular mail, before
the new designee will be able to vote on behalf of their community.
 
            Statutorily, Advisory Board members have four major duties; hire an
administrator, approve an overall budget, set fares, and finally, to advocate for
their respective municipalities by working with the administrator, and his staff, to
improve public transportation options in their communities. The Designee will also
act as the conduit for their municipal officials and citizens, to the Authority. 
 
            The Authority expects to meet at least on a quarterly basis, but may have a
periodic meeting, when a vote need to be taken. As the public transportation system
grows and develops, the relationship between the Advisory Board members
themselves has proven to be beneficial as a regional tool to begin initiatives in other
important areas of municipal concern, such as planning, resource sharing, and
inter-municipality transit connections. If I can provide assistance, or further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
 
Thank you.
 
 

 
Linda Murtagh
Executive Assistant / HR Manager
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority
15 Blandin Avenue
Framingham, MA 01702
508-935-2222 X 7113





2. Facilities where specific uses are prohibited by law. An effort will be made in these cases for 
accommodations elsewhere. 

3. Other Town policies, regulations, or requirements contradict or preclude implementation of 
Complete Streets principles.  

4. Site conditions render implementation infeasible. 
Best Practices: 
The Town of Hopedale Complete Street policy will focus on developing a connected, integrated network 
that serves all users of roads and pedestrian ways. Complete Streets will be integrated into policies, 
planning, and design of all types of public and private projects, including new construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, repair and maintenance of transportation facilities on streets and 
redevelopment projects. 
Implementation of the Town of Hopedale Complete Streets Policy will be carried out cooperatively 
within all departments in the Town of Hopedale with multi-jurisdictional cooperation, to the greatest 
extent possible, with state, regional, and federal agencies. The Town will encourage the use of Complete 
Streets principles among private developers. 
Complete Street principles include the development and implementation of projects in a context-
sensitive manner in which project implementation is sensitive to the community’s physical, economic, 
and social setting. The context-sensitive approach to process and design includes a range of goals by 
giving significant consideration to stakeholder and community values. It includes goals related to 
livability with greater participation of those affected in order to gain consensus. The overall goal of this 
approach is to preserve and enhance scenic, aesthetic, historic and environmental resources while 
improving or maintaining safety, mobility and infrastructure condition.  
The Town of Hopedale recognizes that Complete Streets may be achieved through single elements 
incorporated into a particular project or incrementally through a series of smaller improvements or 
maintenance activities over time. 
The latest design guidance, standards and recommendations available will be used in the implementation 
of Complete Streets including: 

Policy References: 
1. Massachusetts Department of Transportation (Mass DOT) Project Development & Design Guide 

(latest edition); 
2. Mass DOT Separated Bike Lane Planning & Design Guide (latest edition); 
3. American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), A Policy on 

The Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (latest edition); 
4. United States Department of Transportation Federal Highway’s Administration’s Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Design Controls; 
5. Architectural Access Board (AAB) 521 CMR Rules and Regulations; 
5. Documents and plans created for Town of Hopedale, such as Master Land Use Plan, Open Space 

and Recreation Plan, and any bicycle and pedestrian network plans contained within other town 
plans or studies; 

6. Other resources may be consulted. 
Implementation: 
The Town will make Complete Streets practices a routine part of everyday operations, will approach all 
transportation projects and programs as opportunities to improve streets and the transportation network 
for all users, and shall work in coordination with other departments, agencies and jurisdictions to 
achieve Complete Streets. 



The Town will review and either revise or develop proposed revisions to all appropriate planning 
documents (master plan, open space and recreation plan, etc.) zoning and subdivision codes, laws, 
procedure, rules, regulations, guidelines, program, and templates to integrate Complete Streets principles 
in all street projects on streets.  The Road Commissioners, with support of Highway Superintendent, will 
be responsible for implementing and managing this initiative. 
The Town will maintain a comprehensive inventory of pedestrian and bicycle facility infrastructure that 
will prioritize projects to eliminate gaps in the sidewalk and bikeway network and provide opportunities 
for expansion and extensions. 
The Town will reevaluate Capital Improvement Projects prioritization to encourage implementation of 
Complete Streets implementation. 
The Town will make its best effort, as resources allow, to train pertinent town staff and decision-makers 
on the content of Complete Streets principles and best practices for implementing policy through 
workshops and other appropriate means. 
The Town will utilize inter-department coordination to promote the most responsible and efficient use of 
resources for activities within the public way and will make a best faith effort to coordinate with 
adjacent municipalities to ensure a seamless network of facilities for all users of the roadway.  
 
The Town will seek out appropriate sources of funding and grants for implementation of Complete 
Streets policies. 
The success and improvement opportunities regarding Complete Streets implementation will be 
evaluated annually by the Town Administrator, in conjunction with Highway Superintendent, Schools, 
Council on Aging, the ADA Coordinator, and other relevant officials, the findings of which shall be 
reported to the Selectboard and to the Town, through its Annual Town Report. Performance measures 
shall consider number of staff with CS training, infrastructure improvements including, but not limited 
to, total miles of bicycle accommodations; linear feet of sidewalk added; # of crosswalks/curb ramps 
upgraded/improved and made ADA complaint; closures of any gaps in pedestrian/bicycle network; and 
upgrades to transit facilities. Other factors such as public transit ridership and increased public 
participation in bicycle/pedestrian systems will also be considered. 
This policy is hereby adopted by the Hopedale Board of Selectmen. 
 
 
              
    
Brian R. Keyes, Chair   Louis J. Arcudi III, Member  Glenda Hazard, Member 
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