
The Hopedale Council on Aging wants to recognize residents who will celebrate their 100th 
birthdays. We have an active Database of our “senior” (65+) residents which is taken from 
Town Census records.  However, if family members of seniors residing in Hopedale want to 
ensure acknowledgement of their family member’s birthday, please contact the Hopedale Sr. 
Center at (508)634-2208.   

March 2021 

Dr. Vincent J. Arone  100 

On March 25, 2021 Dr. Vincent Arone will turn 100. 

In 1960, Dr. Arone founded the Ledges School in Hopedale, established for children and adults 
with disabilities. 

Dr. Arone has been an active town-resident serving on the Hopedale School Committee, as a 
Board Member of the non-profit Hopedale Foundation and congregant of Sacred Heart Church 
in Hopedale. 

Dr. Arone along with his wife Marie who passed in 2005, raised their 5 children in Hopedale. 

Dr. Arone is blessed with 10 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. 

Happiest of birthdays on this most glorious occasion.   



Board of Selectmen 
January 25, 2021 
Regular Minutes 

Chair Keyes called the meeting to order at 7:00PM 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Consent Items 
Per M.G.L. Chapter 44, §53E; Accept Donation for 364 West Street Legal Fees in the amount of $76,348.54 from 
Anonymous Donor 
The Board of Selectmen thanked the Anonymous Donor for the generous donation. 
Selectman Arcudi made a motion to accept the donation of $76,348.54 for 364 West Street Legal Fees. Selectman 
Hazard seconded the motion. 
Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye 

Appointments and Resignations 
Resignation of Richard Bekerian from the Hopedale Police Department, effective January 29, 2021. (Letter 
Attached) 
Chair Keyes read the letter provided by Richard Bekerian. Chair Keyes thanked Richard for his time and hard 
work with the Hopedale Police Department and stated that this is a big loss for Hopedale. Police Chief Giovanella 
also thanked Richard for his time with the Police Department. Chief Giovanella stated that with this loss the 
Police Department will be understaffed within 4-5 months, even with recently appointed employees. 
Selectman Hazard moved to accept the resignation of Richard Bekerian from the Hopedale Police Department, 
effective January 29, 2021. Selectman Arcudi seconded the motion. 
Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye 

Reappointment of Carole Mullen to the MWRTA Advisory Board for the Town of Hopedale. (Letter Attached) 
Chair Keyes read the letter provided by Carole Mullen. The Board of Selectman thanked Carole for her hard work 
and involvement. 
Selectman Arcudi made a motion to reappoint Carole Mullen to the MWRTA Advisory Board for the Town of 
Hopedale. Selectman Hazard seconded the motion. 
Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Public Hearing 
7:15 p.m. Complete Streets Policy 
To hear public comments and receive input on Draft Hopedale Complete Streets Policy 
Selectman Arcudi made a motion to open the public meeting at 7:18PM on the Complete Streets Policy. 
Selectman Hazard seconded the motion.  
Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Present: Eli Road Commissioner. Town Administrator began the discussion regarding the Complete 
Streets Policy. Town Administrator explained the Complete Street Policy that the Board of Selectmen 
will be reviewing at tonight’s meeting. Town Administrator Schindler stated that most of the policy will 
be guided by the Road Commissioners because it is a road and streets policy primarily although this 
policy is not automobile centric (sidewalks, bike pathways, etc). The Town would also incorporate other 
decision makers in the policy such as the Schools, COA, the ADA Coordinator, the Parks Committee, or 
the Board of Selectmen.  



Road Commissioner Eli LAST NAME asked Town Administrator Schindler that if the Road 
Commissioner’s currently have projects open or had upcoming projects for the next year, that are going 
to be funded by Chapter 90 funds but if the funding from Chapter 90 runs out, would the Complete 
Streets Policy cover the funding that is needed? Town Administrator Schindler stated that we can 
augment the Chapter 90 funds with the Complete Streets Policy funds if it fits the criteria of Policy. 
How quickly the Complete Street funds are available is unknown. 

Selectman Arcudi asked if we are adopting this Policy late and does that effect the Towns chances of 
being awarded funding? Town Administrator Schindler responded that over 200 MA communities have 
adopted the policy. The program is competitive, getting certified and obtaining the technical assistance 
funding is not competitive. The construction grants however, are competitive. Town Administrator 
Schindler clarified that this Policy is for public ways, not private ways. 

Selectman Arcudi asked if a developer comes to Hopedale, would we enforce this Policy and make sure 
the developer is following the DOT guidelines? Road Commissioner Eli LAST NAME stated that 
Hopedale is currently enforcing DOT guidelines. However, with the policy in place, stricter guidelines 
may be enforced. 

Selectman Arcudi stated that he wants to be sure that we will not be hindering development of Hopedale 
because of this policy and the infrastructure of the Town, he stated that some areas do not have the space 
for three lanes or bike paths. Town Administrator Schindler responded that there are exemptions 
included in the Policy that confirm that the Town/Developers will not be forced to do/add something if 
the costs are going to be disproportionate to the need or use. 

Chair Keyes open the discussion for public comments. 
A resident asked what the process is for notifying the town if there is a problem wit h the sidewalks and 
with the new policy, how to handle it? Town Administrator stated that the notification process remains 
the same, call the Highway Department. Town Administrator responded to the resident and stated that 
once this Policy is adopted, we want to get as much information as we can so we can add this 
information to the prioritization plan.  

Selectman Hazard moved to close the Complete Street Public Hearing. Selectman Arcudi seconded the 
motion. 
Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Selectman Hazard moved to adopt the Complete Streets Policy as presented. Selectman Arcudi seconded 
the motion.  
Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

The Public Hearing dissolved at 7:35PM 

New Business* 
7:45 p.m. Joint Meeting per M.G.L. Chapter 41, §11, with remaining Planning Board members, to 
consider Appointment of Kaplan Hasanoglu  

Stephen Chaplin, member of the Planning Board, called the joint meeting to order at 7:46PM. 



Stephen Chaplin thanked Kaplan Hasanoglu for his interested in the Hopedale Planning Board and 
stated that he will bring a lot to the Board. The Board of Selectmen expressed their enthusiasm regarding 
Kaplan being accepted as a member to the Planning Board.  

Eli Leino made a motion to accept Kaplan Hasanoglu as a member to the Planning Board. Steven 
Gallagher seconded the motion. 
Chaplin – Aye, Leino – Aye, Gallagher – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Eli Leino made a motion to adjourn the meeting of the Planning Board. Steven Gallagher seconded the 
motion. 
Leino – Aye, Gallagher – Aye, Chaplin – Aye  

Old Business 
COVID Updates 
Town Administrator Schindler stated that the Governor is easing on restrictions. Beyond Full, the 
restaurant located in the Town Hall, will be permitted to open for in house dining beginning on February 
1, 2021. There will be a limited number of patrons allowed, and masks must be worn when not 
consuming food/beverage. Town Administrator Schindler stated that the is working with Hopedale 
Health Agent, Bill Fisher, to ensure that the Town Hall has good cleaning and disinfecting of all shared 
facilities. Town Administrator Schindler stated that at the next Department Heads meeting, they will be 
discussing opening the Town Hall for limited regular hours to the public. Currently, residents must make 
an appointment to come into the Town Hall. 

Mediation Updates; Attorney Peter F. Durning, Special Counsel  
Attorney Durning shared his screen with the Board and the Residents providing a presentation regarding 
364 West Street. Attorney Durning stated that he hopes this presentation will provide sufficient details 
and information primarily so that the Board can make an informed decision following the public 
comment period at this meeting. 

Attorney Durning reviewed the events throughout the litigation and mediation process through his 
presentation. Attorney Durning stated that the factored that favored a negotiation solution were that the 
Land Court denied our motion for preliminary injunction and prevailing at the Land Court on G.L. c. 61 
does not give Hopedale the ability to develop a public water supply. Attorney Durning stated that the 
core principals guiding the negotiation solution were protecting the Mill River watershed which is 
hydrologically connected to the Town’s current water supply, securing opportunities for the exploration 
and development of new public water supply sources, owning or controlling the greatest amount of the 
forest land possible and preserving it as conservation land, and obtaining concessions for GU RR that 
would promote local control and/or the application of state and local rues and regulations on railroad 
parcels to the greatest extent possible to promote protection of the watershed and to preserve the ability 
to develop future water supply. Attorney Durning stated that it is important to point out again, regarding 
the last point, the Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act (ICCTA) grants railroads 
significant protection under Federal Law. Whereby, railroads generally do not have to abide by State 
and local regulations. For example, railroads generally do not have to abide by the Massachusetts State 
Wetlands Protection Act. If the Town were able to secure adherence to State and Local regulations by 
the railroad through a private settlement agreement that would give Hopedale greater influence and 
control on the outcomes of how this land was developed, compared to if the Town went to Court, lost 
the action and the railroad had free reign to develop these parcels.  



Based on the current negotiations, the Town would own outright parcels A and D, these parcels would 
be deeded to the Town subject to the non-build easement granted under the auspices of the Army Corps 
of Engineers. They would be accepted by the Town as conservation land consistent with the warrant at 
Special Town Meeting. Parcels A and D would give the Town control of the full Mill River Corridor. 
The railroad would own parcels B, C and E.  

There are two potential types of water supply on the 364 West Street property, potential bed rock wells 
base on fracture trace or a well or well field from groundwater in the shallow BLANK. A fracture trace 
study was performed that shows the confluence of certain ground features that indicate there is a strong 
likelihood that there would be bedrock fractures below those points that could be explored and exploited 
for public water supply. Also, a well or well field from ground water is possible, given the soil 
characteristics and general knowledge of the aquifer associated with the Mill River in this area. These 
are the two areas the Town was trying to secure to make sure we can get to the public water supply. 
Attorney Durning noted that the GU RR will need water for their development on their parcels, in this 
agreement the GU RR is willing to enter a cost sharing agreement with Hopedale that will assist and 
offset the costs of the exploration for water supply wells. 

In addition to the cost sharing agreement, the GU RR is willing to make some additional agreements. 
Such as, agreeing to impose a no build area (300 X 1000 easement area) located on parcel E. There 
would be no development on that portion of the parcel for five years. For this agreement, Hopedale 
would create an easement to allow GU RR to use the eastern most portion of parcel A to do wetlands 
replication work if some of their work offsets existing wetlands on their parcels. Attorney Durning 
opened the discussion for Michael Milanowski, President of the GU RR, to  

Michael Milanowski, President of GU RR spoke and presented a power point regarding the negotiation 
expectations for the land at 364 West Street mediation. Milanowski discussed that the railroad and the 
Town’s focus has been regarding protecting future bedrock well location and preserving the current 
water supply, but the Town needs the GU RR’s support. GU RR is trying to work with the Town to 
work out an agreement to build a municipal well, secure recharge areas, and maintain working safely. 
Michael Milanowski discussed the resolution that came to fruition regarding the PPP with the Town at a 
1 or a 1.5 or greater land swap, since the W Commission did not support this concept the GU RR agreed 
to negotiate and came to a resolution that now includes sale of land to Town including non-61 (25 acres) 
parcel. Milanowski continued to discuss the land transfer by One Hundred Realty Trust, explaining what 
will become and what was negotiated regarding parcels A, B, C, D listed on his power point 
presentation.  

Attorney Peter Durning continued with his presentation. Durning discussed the deed restrictions that the 
GU RR has agreement to. GU RR has agreed to be bound by certain aspects of the Town of Hopedale’s 
Ground Water Protection Supply bylaw to be applied to parcels B and C. In summary, the railroad has 
agreed to earth removal requirements, limitations of application and storage pesticides, herbicides, 
insecticides, fungicides, and rodenticides, limitation on fertilizers, groundwater recharge and 
groundwater quality, preparation of a hazardous materials management plan. The GU RR has agreed to 
additional deed restrictions on parcels B and C not included in the Towns bylaw, such as, development 
will be limited to enclosed buildings or structures so as to avoid outside storage, Owner will keep state 
and local authorities apprised of any development plan by providing notification to the Board of 
Selectmen and/or Town Administrator, GU RR provides for enforceability of these provisions though an 
action to a court of competent jurisdiction, including but not limited to the Massachusetts Superior Court 
and the Land Court as well as a Roadway provision deed restriction. 



Attorney Durning stated that they have negotiated a preliminary agreement with the railroad that will 
need to be formalized and adopted by the Board of Selectmen if that is the decision of the Selectmen 
today. The GU RR was informed that the finalized negotiation, if the Board so authorize, to be 
completed by February 9, 2021. We anticipate that pursuant to that agreement, there will be a 
conveyance of land from the GU RR to the Town of Hopedale that would take place at a formal closing 
approximately 60 days after the conclusion of the formal agreement. Pursuant to the terms of the 
tentative agreement, GU RR is going to donate parcel D, the 363 West adjacent parcel. The Town of 
Hopedale will be obligated to purchase the additional lands that it is getting from parcel A. The 
negotiated purchase price is $587,500. The parties are agreeing to split the cost of a formal land survey, 
to establish the new boundaries on the parcels. 

Attorney Durning stated that he endorses this settlement package, the negotiated solution meets the 
Town of Hopedale’s objectives, it dedicates more land for conservation, preserves the aesthetic 
experience of the parklands, secures watershed protection for the Mill River Watershed, it provides 
opportunities for public water supply development from the bedrock wells or ground water resources, 
promotes commercial development in an area that the Town has its own industrial area. Attorney 
Durning closed his discussion and presentation. 

Eric Kelly with Environmental Partners stated that the negotiations support locating potential water 
supply and protecting the water shed. 

Future GU RR Development; Michael R. Milanoski, President, Grafton and Upton Railroad Company 
Deliberate & Vote Mediation Agreement regarding 364 West Street & 363 West Street ADJ  

Selectman Arcudi made a motion to deliberate and vote to accept the negotiated mediation agreement 
regarding 364 West St and 364 West St adjacent. Selectman Keyes seconded the motion. 

Selectman Arcudi stated that his goal was to get the best option for the Town and the residents. 
Selectman Arcudi feels that with this negotiation the Selectman were able to accomplish that goal by 
protecting the current watershed and having the ability for future water expansion. The Town also can 
extend expansion of our parklands. Selectman Arcudi thanked Attorney Peter Durning, Selectman 
Hazard and Chair Keyes for their time during the process. 

Selectman Hazard began a discussion regarding the mediation/negotiation agreement. Selectman Hazard 
stated that she feels that the railroad has done a disservice to the Town regarding Chapter 61 land. She 
feels that the negotiation agreement being discussed is vastly different than what the residents voted at 
Town Meeting and that the decision made tonight should be what the residents desire. Selectman Hazard 
stated that she is anticipating that, per the feedback from the public at tonight’s meeting, and if the Town 
is not able to hold another Town Meeting, she will likely be voting not in favor to the vote taking place 
tonight. 

Chair Keyes state that the Board of Selectmen’s goal if they were not able to get all the land regarding 
this topic are water shed protection, water supply exploration and protection and obtaining as much of 
the land as possible. Chair Keyes opened the meeting for public discussion and questions. 

Hopedale resident, Jim Donohoe asked if there is a deadline or reason as to if/why the Board of 
Selectmen need to decide tonight? Attorney During responded that the agreement that the GU RR has 
put forward, coming out of the mediation, needs to be consummated. The Town made a commitment in 
entering the mediation agreement. The Board of Selectmen modified the form of the mediation 
agreement to expressly say that the Board of Selectmen would not be bound by any terms of the 
agreement until it had the opportunity to conduct public hearing. During mediation, this date was 
specified as the date of the public hearing. 



Hopedale resident and Water Sewer Commission, Ed Burt commented that what was stated at tonight’s 
meeting highlights the core principals of the residents and Town’s concerns and goals. He thanked the 
residents involved in this process. Burt asked is there is a way to extend the five-year limitation 
regarding building. Attorney Durning stated that the anticipation is that a well is viable and that it would 
not be under development while Mass DEP might be reviewing new approval. The negotiations state 
that the five-year limit is firm, while the town can advance its water exploration. The exploration for 
water supply is aligned between the Town and GU RR, hence the cost sharing agreement. Some 
residents shared concerns regarding the five-year limit exploration limit for a well. Eric, with 
Environmental Partners, stated that the timeline is going to be driven by the science. Yes, regarding 
public supply wells, the exploratory phase can be completed in shorter time frames. What extends the 
time frame is the connection of a water source, treatment necessary and the infrastructure that supports 
it. Selectman Hazard asked Attorney Durning if the agreement states that the well will need to be 
completed in five years or does the Town have five years to determine if the well is viable (exploratory 
phase)? Attorney Durning responded that the GU RR agrees to not construct any buildings on the 
300ftX1,000ft rectangular area for a period of five years or until the Town identifies a financial/feasible 
public drinking water well supply area on that land.  

Public and Board Member Comments (votes will not be taken) 

Correspondence and Selectmen Informational Items (votes will not be taken) 
Town Administrator Schindler asked Chair Keyes to move this item to after Appointments and 
Resignations at 7:11PM. Chair Keyes agreed, no vote is required to move item. 

Master Plan Steering Committee – The Master Plan Steering Committee would like to invite you to the 
Vision Workshop! With your assistance in this workshop, you will be able to help us create our Vision 
Statement that will shape the plan’s, goals and recommendations for Hopedale. The workshop will take 
place via Zoom on January 31, 2021 from 2PM-4PM. To RSVP for the workshop and to receive the 
Zoom details, visit https://www.envisionhopedale.com. The Master Plan Steering Committee would like 
to thank all of those who participated in the envisionHopedale survey. We received nearly 500 
responses! Your responses will help pave the way for the Master Plan. The results of the survey will 
soon be available at envisionhopedale.com. 

Jim Abbruzzese, Chair of the Master Plan Steering Committee, discussed the Visio Workshop, via 
Zoom that is available for residents and non-residents to partake in. During this workshop the Master 
Plan Steering Committee will ask participants questions such as, what drew them to Hopedale, what 
keeps them in Hopedale and what they wish to see in Hopedale in the future. The Master Plan will be a 
guiding document for Departments on the future of the Town. This is also an excellent way for the voice 
of the people to be heard regarding what community goals are for the Town development. 

Requests for Future Agenda Items:  

Administrator Updates (In Packet) 

Executive Session: None 

Selectman Arcudi made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Selectman Hazard seconded the motion. 

https://www.envisionhopedale.com/
http://envisionhopedale.com/


Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Chair Keyes dissolved the meeting at 12:05PM 

Submitted by: 

__Lindsay Mercier_____________ 
Lindsay Mercier, Executive Assistant 

Adopted: ________ 



Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 8, 2021 
7:00 PM 

Call to order 7:00 p.m. via Zoom Meeting 

Chair Keyes convened the meeting at 7:00PM 

Pledge of Allegiance 

A. Consent Items
1. Accepting the Donation of $200 to the Bancroft Memorial Library from Frederick G. Oldfield, III, Chair

of the Bancroft Memorial Library Trustees, in memory of his Grandmother, Marjorie Hattersley (Letter
Attached)

Chair Keyes read the letter provided by Robyn York, Director of Bancroft Memorial Library. Chair Keyes thanked 
Frederick for his generosity and donation. Selectman Arcudi echoed Chair Keyes sentiments and thanked Frederick for his 
service, time, and effort he spends with the Library. 

Selectman Arcudi made a motion to accept the donation of $200 to the Bancroft Memorial Library from Frederick G. 
Oldfield, III, Chair of the Bancroft Memorial Library Trustees, in memory of his Grandmother, Marjorie Hattersley. Chair 
Keyes seconded the motion. 

Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye 

B. Appointments and Resignations
1. 7:15 p.m. Joint Meeting per M.G.L. Chapter 41, §11, with remaining Water Commission members, to

consider Appointment of Donald Cooper (No posted meeting for W/S – review letter received)
Town Administrator, Diana Schindler, stated that this item will be passed over and revisited at a future Board of 
Selectmen meeting due to the Water and Sewer Department not posting a joint meeting agenda. 

2. Appointment of Melissa Butler to the Master Plan Steering Committee (Talent Bank Form Attached)
Selectman Arcudi asked Town Administrator if the Master Plan Steering Committee is a full Board with these 
appointments, Town Administrator confirmed that after this meeting the Master Plan Steering Committee will have a full 
Board. Selectman Arcudi thanked Melissa Butler for her participation on the Master Plan Steering Committee. 

Selectman Hazard made a motion to appoint Melissa Butler to the Master Plan Steering Committee. Selectman Arcudi 
seconded the motion. 

Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes - Aye 

3. Appointment of Kaplan Hasanoglu to the Master Plan Steering Committee
Chair Keyes thanked Kaplan Hasanoglu for his participation on the Master Plan Steering Committee. 

Selectman Arcudi made a motion to appoint Kaplan Hasanoglu to the Master Plan Steering Committee. Selectman Hazard 
seconded the motion. 

Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye 

C. Public Hearing None



D. New Business*
1. Approve MOU with CMRPC for implementation of EEA grant in the amount of $32,500 (TA to sign)

(vote)
Town Administrator briefly explain the EEA (Executive Office of Environmental Affairs) Grant. Schindler stated 

that this grant opportunity became available, and she has been working with CMRPC to carry out an open space 
plan. It is stated in the MOU that some of these funds will be applied to Administrative processes to update the 
Zoning Bylaws. Schindler has informed the Planning Board at a previous meeting and the Planning Board is 
ready to assist.  

Selectman Hazard made a motion to approve the MOU with CMRPC for implementation of EEA grant in the 
amount of $32,500. Selectman Arcudi seconded the motion. 

Hazard – Aye, Arcudi -Aye, Keyes – Aye 

2. Collective Bargaining Assignments –
Selectman Hazard – School, Clerical, Public Works
Selectman Arcudi – Public Safety (Police, Fire, Call Fire, Dispatch) (Vote)

Selectman Hazard made a motion to approve the Collective Bargaining Assignments. Selectman Arcudi
seconded the motion.

Hazard – Aye, Arcudi – Aye, Keyes – Aye

E. Old Business
1. Green Communities Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy (FEVP) Update – Adoption Letter and MOU EEA PAG

Round 4 Hopedale MP – Mimi Kaplan, CMRPC
Schindler informed the Board of Selectmen that there have been updated State parameters on the FEVP. The Board 

adopted the FEVP at a previous meeting but due to the parameters being updated, Schindler needs to inform 
the Board and send a letter to the State to inform them that the Board is aware and approves. The updated 
parameters by the State are minimal and will mostly affect the Schools. The School Committee addressed and 
approved this at their previous meeting. 

2. COVID Updates
Town Administrator Schindler stated that currently the Town Hall is closed to the public, however, staff hours have 

increased. There have been ongoing discussions regarding reopening the Town Hall to the public. Once 
Hopedale is no longer in the “red category” and at “yellow or green” then the Town Hall will reopen to the 
public. If Hopedale moves to the “yellow” category by Friday, they will reassess Town hall opening at an earlier 
date. There have been discussions regarding COVID vaccines and vaccine clinics in Hopedale. Schindler has 
been working with Bill Fisher, Hopedale Health Agent, and Salmon VNA, Hopedale has a contract with, to 
discuss the possibility of setting up COVID clinics and acquiring refrigeration for the vaccinations. Schindler 
has been looking at possible CARES Act funding for vaccinations as well.  

3. Mediation Updates; Attorney Peter F. Durning, Special Counsel
Attorney Durning shared a presentation with the Board and the public to inform them of recent developments and 

the culmination of the effort to transpose the term sheet that the Board approved at their meeting on January 
25, 2021 to the final settlement agreement. Attorney Durning presented slides as a reference, displaying the 
parcels (A, B, C, D, E) of One Hundred Forty Realty Trust that are being discussed in the settlement 
agreement. Durning stated that there has been a change to Parcel B since the last meeting, the GU RR has 
agreed to extend a riparian buffer for the entire southeast portion of Parcel B. The Trust and the GU RR have 
agreed that the whole 50ft length of the southeastern border will be a no-build/riparian buffer. There will be 
no physical or vertical structures at this location, there is a provision, that states there can be storm water 
infrastructures that facilitate infiltration but not treatment and it can have driveways in portion of the area. 
This is the only change to the slide presented showing the division of the parcels.  



Attorney Durning felt that some items need to be reiterated, such as, the Board of Selectmen have always held the 
authority to act on the Right of First Refusal under G.L. c. 61, 8, nothing about the Special Town Meeting 
vote or the on-going litigation changes that authority. As the Town’s Chief Executive authority, the Board of 
Selectmen has general authority for conducting and resolving litigation. Lastly, to the extent, the Settlement 
Agreement with GU RR and the Trust results in the Town of Hopedale acquiring less land for less money 
than was authorized at Special Town Meeting, no further authorization is required. It is important to recognize 
the status quo. Though Hopedale has arguments for acquiring the portion of 364 West Street subject to G.L. c. 
61, at present that land is controlled by the One Hundred Forty Realty Trust. Both Judge Rubin and Judge 
Lombardi acknowledged that the substation of the trustees occurred. Rail Roads enjoy broad preemptions 
under federal law. Part of the reasons motivating the Board of Selectmen to seek a negotiated solution, was to 
secure better environmental protections for the Town than the Town would have had if the GU RR obtained 
the land outright. Though railroads enjoy a preemption over State and local regulations, they are bound to 
follow federal law, including the Clean Water Act and, extent applicable, the Safe Drinking Water Act.  

What is important to understand about the proceeding that we are going through tonight is that the Board of 
Selectmen have already authorized the execution of a settlement agreement at their meeting on January 25, 
2021 under the terms sheet. Between January 25, 2021 and today (February 8, 2021), Attorney Durning has 
been working with Counsel for the GU RR and the Trust and has negotiated some revisions to the term sheet 
that clarify certain elements in the agreement and provide further enhancements for the Town. Attorney 
Durning recognized that at the previous meeting he was asked if revisions to the term sheet were possible, he 
did not state that it was a certainty that any of the terms from the term sheet could be altered because we had 
entered a binding agreement with the term sheet. The GU RR and the Trust were able to discuss certain 
modification that would provide additional benefits to the Town.  

Attorney Durning discussed the letter received by the Board of Selectmen and dated February 5, 2021, from the 
Water and Sewer Commissioners that stated the terms of the term sheet are violating their authorities. 
Durning stated that the Water/Sewer Commissioner’s authority is not as vast as asserted in their letter. Given 
the posture of the conveyance being contemplated by the settlement agreement, which involves the grant of 
land by a private party to the Town, the concerns about the Commissioner’s authority under any eminent 
domain power are not present here. Commissioners have authority over this land as water supply, at this 
moment in time, it is not certain that 364 West Street can support a public water supply. The Hopedale 
Zoning Map for 364 West Street shows that the portions of land discussed is zoned as industrial. This land is 
not in the Ground Water Protections bylaw district, however, pursuant to the agreement the Trust is agreeing 
to adopt certain deed restrictions that will impose the same land use controls that are present in the Ground 
Water Protection bylaw over parcels B and C that will be controlled by the Trust and GU RR.  

While the Commissioners do not have the breadth of authority over this parcel as it is presented in their February 
5, 2021 letter, the Commissioners and the Water Department do have a significant role to play with the 
potential development of a public drinking water supply at 364 West Street. Given that both the Town and 
GU RR have an interest in exploring the land in Parcel A for a potential water supply, the Settlement 
Agreement includes a provision for a cost sharing agreement that is subject to review and approval by the 
Water/Sewer Commissioner. In addition, the settlement agreement removes any constraint on the sequence of 
any exploration for water supply by the Commissioners and the Water Department. There was a mandate in 
the term sheet that the Town would first look to explore the possibility of a bedrock well. This requirement 
was removed, as the cost sharing agreement would go into operation, the GU RR and Water Department 
would explore the viability of wells in the shallow groundwater well or wellfield, they would be conducting 
this work at the same time while consolidating and sharing that effort. 



Attorney Durning pointed out key provisions that are addressed and changes that have been made in the 
settlement agreement, such as, (1) the Trust or its designee and/or successors shall comply with the applicable 
health and safety state and federal laws and regulations regarding the development and operation of a water 
supply well provided however, nothing herein shall be interpreted as subjecting any such work to any local 
preclearance requirements. (2) The settlement agreement provides a mechanism for the assessment of roll 
back taxes for a change in use of the land classified under Chapter 61. The value of the roll back taxes will be 
assessed by the Hopedale Board of Assessors prior to Closing. To preserve the bargained for cost of the land 
in Parcel A, that the Town and GURR has settled on, the purchase price will be increased by the assessed tax 
then Trust will be obligated to pay the tax within 5 days. Due to this, the purchase price for parcel A remains 
consistent with the result of the negotiation. (3) GU RR has proposed donating Parcel D (363R West Street) 
to the Town. This will be subject to approval at Town Meeting, pursuant to G.L. c. 40, 14. (4) Section 1.e.iv. 
expressly references the involvement of the Parks Commission and the Conservation Commission with 
respect to the replication easement area on the east side of Parcel A. (5) The language in Section 5.a stated the 
Town shall not unreasonably withhold support for GU RR’s future application(s) for state and federal grants. 
(6) the calculation of the survey costs in 5.b is based on a cost-sharing between the acreage in Parcel A for the
Town and the acreage in Parcel, C and E, for the Trust. (7) To preserve the status quo and avoid local actions
that would constitute impermissible preclearance activity, the Town shall not take any action inconsistent
with the terms and intent of this agreement to extinguish, restrict, eliminate or to take by eminent domain the
easement areas delineated on Exhibit 1 (Section 5.f). The Town acknowledges that the land subject to this
agreement has historically been zoned for Industrial uses within the Town, and further acknowledges that the
Defendants relied on the zoning status of this land as allowing Industrial uses as a matter or risk intentionally
acquire the subject land and thereafter to effectuate the allocation of Parcel A, B, C, D, and E in this
agreement. The Board of Selectmen shall continue to support the zoning of Parcels B, C, and E as permitting
Industrial uses as a matter of right. (8) The action to enforce language in section 14 expressly references the
ability to bring actions in Massachusetts State Courts for the enforceability of the agreement. There is
language requiring the parties to confer in good faith to try and resolve the dispute. There is also a fee shifting
provision – the loser in any enforcement action pays the cost of the prevailing party. (9) The Board of
Selectmen shall be designated as the decision-making body of the Town for the purpose of implementing the
provision of this settlement agreement. The Board of Selectmen shall have the right to consult with any such
board, commission, or department as is necessary for carrying out any such terms of this agreement but shall
retain decision-making authority to the extent permitted by law.

Selectman Hazard asked Attorney Durning to clarify if there is a timeline and/or deadline, does the Board of 
Selectmen have time to address some issues that have been brought to them by the Water Department, 
Conservation Commission, and the Public. Attorney Durning responded that yes, regarding the timeline, 
pursuant to the terms of the term sheet, the term sheet being a binding commitment, we have until February 9, 
2021 to sign and complete the transition from the term sheet to the finalized terms of the settlement 
agreement. Selectman Hazard asked if the request to post pone the agreement by the Conservation 
Commission, Water Department and the residents that are suing the Town is possible? Attorney Durning 
stated that the vote to commit to the settlement agreement was already taken at the January 25, 2021 meeting. 
Selectman Arcudi asked Attorney Durning that in points 8 and 9, the land will remain zoned as Industrial and 
that the Town will not seek eminent domain, how will the Town know this in the far future so that does not 
happen? Also, regarding the donated land, does there have to be a Special Town Meeting, or could this item 
be put on the Annual Town Meeting? Attorney Durning responded that the donated land item can go on the 
Annual Town Meeting, a Special Town Meeting is not necessary.  



Chair Keyes opened the meeting for public discussion. Keyes acknowledge that Attorney Lurie is on the meeting, 
Attorney Lurie represents the citizens that are suing the Town regarding the land at 364 West St. Keyes asked 
Attorney Durning if we should acknowledge and speak with Attorney Lurie at this meeting tonight? Attorney 
Durning advised it would not be appropriate for Attorney Lurie to speak and advocate on behalf of the 
residents he represents. He can speak during this meeting. Attorney Lurie stated he represents 10 residents of 
Hopedale, that he sent a letter to the Board of Selectmen and discussed the letter with Attorney Durning. 
Attorney Lurie stated that he feels that the Chapter 61 rights of the Town remain in effect and the deal 
abandons those rights. Attorney Lurie continued to inform the Board, Attorney Durning and Resident of his 
position and reasons as to why the Town should have moved forward with litigation to obtain the land, as it 
was the Town’s right to obtain the land.  

Selectman Arcudi asked Attorney Durning with the pending lawsuit by the residents, does this change the 
timeline of the settlement agreement? Arcudi fears that a lawsuit could potentially make the agreement with 
GU RR and the Trust null or void. Then causing the Court to step in and the Town not getting any land. 
Attorney Durning responded that there are some additional activities that need to occur that are spelled out in 
the settlement agreement particularly the execution of a purchase and sale agreement, during that period there 
is going to be an engineer and a survey of 364 West Street so that we get the precise meets and bounds that 
are intended to be conveyed. These activities typically take 60 days, there will be 60 days before a formal 
closing. Attorney Durning stated that it would depend on the tactics that Attorney Lurie and the residents he is 
representing use. What is anticipated in the settlement agreement is that the agreement memorializes the 
agreement that has been reached between the Town and GU RR. Pursuant to the terms of the settlement 
agreement the outstanding litigation and the surface transportation board will be closed/dismissed and the 
current litigation in the land court regarding the rights under chapter 61 will also be dismissed. If another 
group decides to sue the Town, then it should not affect the timeline of the settlement agreement. Selectman 
Hazard asked what the consequences would be if the Board of Selectmen choose to postpone per the request 
of the residents that are suing the Town. Attorney Durning stated that the Trust and GU RR would likely 
insist on compliance with the terms of the terms sheet and the modifications that we secured through the 
settlement agreement would be void.  

Attorney Durning wanted to stress that about submitting material to the land court Judge. The settlement is not 
subject to land court approval. This is the determination of three litigants, the Town, the Trust, and GU RR. 
They have arrived at a resolution of their agreement and their issues. There is not requirement to submit the 
resolution to the land court for approval. Multiple residents raised concerns regarding they feel that the 
process was rushed, they felt that the Board did not follow the Town Meeting vote to purchase the land, and 
that the Water/Sewer and Conservation Commissions should have been involved more. Attorney Durning 
stated that all the work that the Commissions put into this was utilized and used by the Selectmen. Selectman 
Arcudi stated that the public was asked what their main concerns are regarding this land if purchasing the land 
outright was not possible. The Board and Attorney Durning worked to make sure those public requested were 
met. Their main concerns being water supply protections current and future, parkland protection and 
conservation, watershed protection. 

Several residents have asked if it would be possible to edit the date on the term sheet, to give the Selectmen and 
the residents more time to review and to avoid possible litigation with Hopedale residents. Attorney Durning 
responded that, the date is not changing, he feels that changing the date due to the threat of a litigation is 
warranted. 

A resident asked Attorney Durning if the Town were to fail at Land Court and the Surface Transportation Board 
would there be any recourse? Durning responded that yes, surface transportation board decisions are 
reviewable by the federal court system, so there could have been an appeal of the decision of the surface 
transportation board to federal court. Decisions of the land court are appealable to the appeals court and 
ultimately, the Supreme Judicial Court of MA. That was part of the consideration in this matter, that given 
how close some of the issues were and how dramatic the swing for the winning and losing party that the 
likelihood of success and cost of litigation would involve many layers of practice following the resolution. 



F. Public and Board Member Comments (votes will not be taken)

G. Correspondence and Selectmen Informational Items (votes will not be taken)

H. Requests for Future Agenda Items:
Selectman Hazard asked to add the Select Board name change to the next agenda.

I. Administrator Updates (In Packet)

J. Executive Session: Motion: To move into Executive Session, pursuant to M.G.L. c.30A, § 21(a) for item # (3): To
discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation that an open meeting may have a detrimental
effect on the litigation position of the public body and the chair so declares. Roll Call Vote

1. Purpose: Litigation strategy re: Town v. Jon Delli Priscoli, Trustee, et als, Attorney Durning present.
2. Purpose: Collective Bargaining; All units.

Selectman Arcudi made a motion to move into executive session. Selectman Hazard seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Arcudi – Aye, Hazard – Aye, Keyes – Aye  

Chair Keyes dissolved the meeting at 10:42PM 

Submitted by: 

__Lindsay Mercier_____________ 
Lindsay Mercier, Executive Assistant 

Adopted: ________ 



February 25, 2021 

To: Abutters  
National Grid – Wendy Paluch 
Robert Leonida, Engineering Supervisor Distribution Design 

===================================================================== 
NOTICE 

In conformity with the requirements of Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) 
you are hereby notified that a Public Hearing has been scheduled for Monday, March 22, 2021 
at 7:00 PM, via Zoom Meeting based upon the petition of MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC 
COMPANY, to erect and maintain poles and wires to be placed thereon, together with such 
sustaining and protecting fixtures as said Companies may deem necessary, in the public way or 
ways hereinafter referred to, as requested in petition of said company dated the 18th day of 
February, 2021 

Mendon Street: 

National Grid respectfully request permission to install new Intermediate 
Pole 34, Mendon St for purpose of raising existing facilities for new Railroad 
Signal Gate (See Attached Map) 

Wherefore they pray that after due notice and hearing as provided by law, it be granted a location 
for and permission to erect and maintain pole and wires, together with such sustaining and 
protecting fixtures as it may find necessary, said poles to be erected substantially in accordance 
with the plan filed herewith marked: 
MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY. 

Plan No. 28103831 Dated 1/25/2021  

HOPEDALE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Brian R. Keyes, Chairman 

TOWN OF HOPEDALE 
78 Hopedale Street - P.O. Box 7 
Hopedale, Massachusetts 01747 

Tel: 508-634-2203    Fax: 508-634-2200 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Brian R. Keyes, Chair 
Louis J. Arcudi, III 

Glenda Hazard 
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8:12:01AM 

PucellD Location 

11-21-0 126 MENDON ST 
11-23-0 13,5 DECCT 

11-26,0 13Q MENDON ST 
11-28-0 10 12 PIERCE ST 
11-411-0 131 133 MENDON ST 
11-18-0 127 129 MENDON ST 
Parcel Count: 6 

Owner 

DEROCHER PAUL 
FEDERSPIEL JUDE G. 
J +MAND SONS, INC. 
GABER MINA A TRUSTEE 
ALEXANDER LEE A 
MACDONAI.D JASON G 

Town of Hopeda,e 

Abutters List 

Subject Parcel ID: 

Subject Property Location: 

Co-Owner 

DEROCHER HEATHER 
FEDERSPIEL CHRISTINE 

Malling Addl"IIM 
128 MENDON ST 
1 DEC COURT 
130 MENDON ST 

MANKARYOURS RAOUF R TRU� 13 WHITEHALL WAY 
131-133 MENDON ST 

MACDONALD CHERYLL 127 MENDON ST 

End of Report 

City 
HOPEDALE 
HOPEDALE 
HOPEDALE 
BB..1.INGHAM 
HOPEDALE 
HOPEDALE 

Stll1II 

MA 

MA 
MA 

MA 
MA 
MA 

?:111� -1 GI I 

Zip 

01747-1913 

01747 

01747 

02019 

01747-1941 

0-1747 



T{ln)n Copy 

nationalgr· d 
Town of Hopedale 
Clerk's Office 
74 Hopedale St P.O. Box 7 
Hopedale, MA 01747 

February 18, 2021 

To Whom It May Concern: 
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Enclosed please find a petition of NATIONAL GRID, covering NATIONAL GRID pole location(s) 

If you have any questions regarding this permit, please contact: 

Please notify National Grid's Wendy Paluch of the hearing date I time at 401-784-4267 or 
we:ndy.paluch@nationalgrid.com 

If this petition meets with your approval, please return an executed copy to: 

Wendy Paluch: 280 Melrose Street-3rd floor, Providence, RI 

Very truly yours, 

w� 
Robert Leonida � 
Supervisor, Distribution Design 

Enclosures 
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PETITION FOR POLE LOCATIONS 

February 18, 2021 

To the Town Council of 

Hopedale, Massachusetts 

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMP ANY requests permission to erect and maintain poles and 

wires to be placed thereon, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as said company 

may deem necessary, in the following public way or ways; 

Mendon St 

National Grid respectfully request permission to install new Intermediate Pole 34 

Mendon ST for purpose of raising existing facilities for new Railroad Signal Gate 

Wherefore it prays that after due notice and hearing as provided by law, it be granted a location for and 
permission to erect and maintain pole and wires, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as it may 

find necessary, said poles to be erected substantially in accordance with the plan filed herewith marked: 

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Plan No. 28103831 Dated 1/25/2021 

Your petitioner agrees to reserve space for one crossann at a suitable point on each of said poles for the 

fire, police, telephone and telegraph signal wires belonging to the municipality and used exclusively for 

municipal purposes. 

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY 



ORDER FOR POLE LOCATIONS 

February 18, 2021 

To the Board of Selectmen 
of the Town of Hopedale, Massachusetts 

Notice having been given and public hearing held, as provided by law, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 
that MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMP ANY be and they are hereby granted locations for and permission 
to erect and maintain poles and wires to be placed thereon, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as 
said Company may deem necessary, in the public way or ways hereinafter referred to, as requested in petition of 
said Company dated the 
18th day of February, 2021 

All construction under this order shall be in accordance with the following conditions:-
Poles shall be of sound timber, and reasonably straight, and shall be set substantially at the points indicated upon 

the plan marked--

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Plan No. 28103831 Dated 1/25/2021 filed with this order 

There may attached to said MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMP ANY not to exceed twenty wires, and all 
of said wires and cables shall be placed at a height of not less than eighteen feet from the ground. 

The following are the public ways or parts of ways along which the poles above referred to may be erected, and 
the number of poles which may be erected thereon under this order:-

Mendon St 
National Grid respectfully request permi11lon to install new Intermediate Pole 34 
Mendon ST for purpose of ral1ing existing facilities for new Railroad Signal Gate 

Also for permission to lay and maintain underground laterals, cables and wires in the above or intersecting 
public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as each of said petitioner may 
desire for distributing purposes. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the 

2021 

Received and entered in the records of location orders 
of the City of Hopedale, Massachusetts 

Book: 
------ Page: ____ _ 

Clerk of Selectmen 

Attest: 
------------

Town Clerk 



I hereby certify that on ____________ , ____ . at __ o'clock,_M., 
at a public hearing was held on the petition of 

MASSACHUSE'ITS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

for pennission to erect the poles, wires and fixtures described in the order herewith recorded, and that 
I mailed at least seven days before said hearing a written notice of the time and place of said hearing to 
each of the owners of real estate (as determined by the last preceding assessment for taxation) along the 
ways or parts of ways upon which the Company is permitted to erect poles, wires and fixtures under 
said order. 
And that thereupon said order was duly adopted. 

Selectmen of the Town of 
Hopedale, MA 

CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a location order and certificate of hearing with notice 

adopted bythe. ____________ ofthe Town of. _________ _ 

Massachusetts, on the _____ day of. ______________ . and recorded with the 

records of location orders of provisions of Chapter 166 of General Laws and any additions thereto or 

amendments thereof. 

Attest: 
------------

Town Clerk 
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Office of the Board of Aaseaaon 
P.O. Bu:7 

74 Hopedale Btnet 
Hopedale, 11A 01747 

Teru1111. OoDN!Yee Principal AN_, 
Tel. (1101) 15844ll03 dM l'il (SOI) 63441100 

e-mail tpaealfta@bopedale-iu.lff 

REQUEST FOR ABUTTER'S LIST 

Edward A. Holland, Jr. 
Chalrperaon 

Llaa M. Alberto 

Donald W. Howea 

Today's Date; ....:0:....:c1=/2=5/2=0=2"-'1 ___________________ _ 

Requester's Name: ____ w __ e __ nd..._y--=-P-=a=lu=ch'------------------

Mailing Address of Requester: 280 Melrose St, Providence RI 02907 

Requester's Contact Number; _..:,:40:...:1...::-2::6�7-.=.66=211,£.7 ____________ _ 

Address of Subject Property; ___ 1_26_M=en=d=on"""S"""t'-------------

Subject Property Parcel ID: Map: __.1 ..... 1 ___ Block: ____ Lot: 21 

Requester's Signature: ____________________ _ 

Do you wish the Abutter's List to be? 

emailed to: _......,w ... e..,nd.,.y .. ,o..,al._uc..,_h...,@,..n ... at.,.lo.,_,n..,al...,gri...,d,..,co.._m...,___ __________ _ 

Malled to: ______ _ or Picked up: _______ _ 

Purpose: Building/ZBA (300' Radius) □ 

ConCom (100' Radius) 

Other (please specify} Town Requirement 

Date Completed: __________________ _ 

Completed By; ___________________ _ 

Co•t: $25.00 per report type and or per address • check• payable to Town of 
Hopedale. Lists wlll not be emailed/malled untll payment Is received. 

PLEASE ALLOW TEN (10) BUSINESS DAYS FOR 
COMPLETION 
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PETITION FOR POLE LOCATIONS 

February 18, 2021 

To the Town Council of 
Hopedale,Massachusetts 

MASSACHUSETIS ELECTRIC COMP ANY requests permission to erect and maintain poles and 
wires to be placed thereo� together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as said company 
may deem necessary, in the following public way or ways; 

Mendon St 

Nadonal Grid respectfully request permission to install new Intermediate Pole 34 
Mendon ST for purpose of raising e:risting facllitie1 for new Railroad Signal Gate 

Wherefore it prays that after due notice and hearing as provided by law, it be granted a location for and 
pennission to erect and maintain pole and wires, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as it may 
fmd necessary, said poles to be erected substantially in accordance with the plan filed herewith marked: 

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Plan No. 28103831 Dated 1/25/2021 

Your petitioner agrees to reserve space for one crossarm at a suitable point on each of said poles for the 
fire, police, telephone and telegraph signal wires belonging to the municipality and used exclusively for 
mwricipal purposes. 

MASSACHUSETIS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

By: .LL�w..t.l....U�L!ZJ:,M,., 
Manager of Distribution Design 



ORDER FOR POLE LOCATIONS 

February 18, 2021 

To the Board of Selectmen 

of the Town of Hopedale, Massachusetts 

Notice having been given and public hearing held, as provided by law, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

that MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMP ANY be and they are hereby granted locations for and permission 
to erect and maintain poles and wires to be placed thereon, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as 
said Company may deem necessary, in the public way or ways hereinafter referred to, as requested in petition of 

said Company dated the 

18th day of February, 2021 

All construction under this order shall be in accordance with the following conditions:--
Poles shall be of sound timber, and reasonably straight, and shall be set substantially at the points indicated upon 

the plan marked--

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Plan No. 28103831 Dated 1/25/2021 filed with this order 

There may attached to said MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMP ANY not to exceed twenty wires, and all 
of said wires and cables shall be placed at a height of not less than eighteen feet from the ground. 

The following are the public :ways or parts of ways along which the poles above refe1Ted to may be erected, and 
the number of poles which may be erected thereon under this order:--

Mendon St 

National Grid respectfully request permission to install new Intermediate Pole 34 

Mendon ST for purpose of raising emting facilities for new Railroad Signal Gate 

Also for permission to lay and maintain underground laterals, cables and wires in the above or intersecting 

public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as each of said petitioner may 
desire for distributing purposes. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the 

2021 

Received and entered in the records of location orders 

of the City of Hopedale, Massachusetts 

Book: Page: ____ _ 

Attest: 

Clerk of Selectmen 

------------

Town Clerk 



I hereby certify that on--------------=-------. at __ o'clock,_M., 

at a public hearing was held on the petition of 

MASSACHUSE'ITS ELECTRIC COMPANY 

for permission to erect the poles, wires and fixtures described in the order herewith recorded, and that 
I mailed at least seven days before said hearing a written notice of the time and place of said hearing to 
each of the owners of real estate (as determined by the last preceding assessment for taxation) along the 
ways or parts of ways upon which the Company is permitted to erect poles, wires and fixtures under 
said order. 
And that thereupon said order was duly adopted. 

Selectmen of the Town of 
Hopedale, MA 

CERTMCATE 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a location order and certificate of hearing with notice 

adopted bythe. ____________ ofthe Town of. _________ _, 

Massachusetts, on the _____ day of ________ . ____ • and recorded with the 

records of location orders of provisions of Chapter 166 of General Laws and any additions thereto or 

amendments thereof. 

Attest: ___________ _ 
Town Clerk 





 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Elections Division 
 

One Ashburton Place, Room 1705, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 • (617) 727-2828 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Local Election Officials  
 
FROM: Michelle K. Tassinari, Director and Legal Counsel, Elections Division 
 
DATE: March 16, 2021  
 
RE:   Changes to State Election Laws: Chapter 5 of the Acts of 2021 
 
 
The purpose of this memo is to provide information on temporary changes to the 
Massachusetts state election laws contained in Chapter 5 of the Acts of 2021.  This new 
law essentially provides extensions of provisions already set in Chapter 45 of the Acts 
of 2020 (as amended by Chapter 92 of the Acts of 2020) and Chapter 255 of the Acts of 
2020.  
 
As you may recall, in response to the pandemic, Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020 was 
enacted which allowed municipalities to delay the date of their town election and/or town 
meeting and also allowing early voting by mail. Chapter 92 of the Acts of 2020 amended 
that to allow a municipality to eliminate a municipal caucus. The provisions in these Acts 
applied to 2020.  Chapter 255 of the Acts of 2020 allowed for early voting by mail and 
other changes relative to designating polling places and appointing poll workers in 
addition to allowing in-person early voting for elections held on or before March 31, 
2021.  
 
The law itself only refers back to these other session laws.  Below please find an 
overview of each section.  We have also included the existing laws with the changes at 
the end of this document. 
 
SECTIONS 1 and 2 amend section 1(a) Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020.  This section 
allows a city or town with a municipal caucus or annual or special election scheduled 
before June 30, 2021 to postpone the date to a new date, which must be on or before 
August 1, 2021.  
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A vote to postpone an election or caucus may be taken by the select board, town 
council, board of registrars or city council of the city or town and must be done prior to 
the date of the scheduled municipal caucus or municipal election and the new date must 
be set at least 20 days in advance.  
 
Since this section amends the timing for Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020, certain other 
provisions of that Act still apply. Just like the process last year, the select board, town 
council or city council of a city or town postponing a municipal caucus or municipal 
election must consult with the local election official and the chief operating officer of the 
municipality as to logistics and feasibility before taking a vote. At least 20 days before 
the new date of the election or caucus, you must post a copy of Chapter 45 of the Acts 
of 2020 (as amended), the vote of the select board, town council or city council, and a 
sample ballot on your municipal website.  
 
Additionally, you’ll need to advertise to your voter that the caucus or election has been 
postponed, which can be done by a “reverse-911” call, municipal list-serve notifications, 
advertisement on local cable television or issuance of a press release sent to local news 
media. 
 
If you postpone the date of your municipal election, the voter registration deadline 
changes to 10 days before the new date and the voter registration session must be held 
from at least 2-4 pm and from 7-8 pm. If you keep your election day the same, the voter 
registration deadline remains at 20 days and the session is from 9 am until 8 pm (unless 
you have less than 1,500 voters in which case your session must be held from at least 
2-4 pm and 7-8 pm). 
 
If you vote to postpone your election but have already prepared your materials, 
including ballots, you can still use those ballots that have the original date.  If you have 
not printed your ballots, you should print with the new date.  
 
SECTION 3 amends section 1A of Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020. This section 
allows the select board, board of selectmen, town council or board of registrars to vote 
to eliminate a municipal caucus, scheduled to occur between March 23, 2020 and July 
31, 2021, if such board concludes that holding the municipal caucus would constitute a 
threat to the public health and safety due to the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as 
COVID-19. If the town votes eliminate a municipal caucus, candidates must use 
nomination papers that must be signed by at least 10 registered voters.  
 
SECTIONS 4, 5, 6 and 7 amend Chapter 255 of the Acts of 2020.  These sections 
extend the provisions of Chapter 255 of the Acts of 2020 from March 31, 2021, to June 
30, 2021. Below please find an overview of each section of Chapter 255 of the Acts of 
2020.  
 
Subsection (a): Allows any person any person taking precautions related to COVID-19 
in response to a declared state of emergency or guidance from a medical professional, 
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local or state health official or any civil authority vote absentee by reason of physical 
disability for all elections held on or before June 30, 2021. 
 
Subsection (b): Allows a voter who has been instructed by a medical professional or a 
local or state health official to self-quarantine in their home beginning after noon on the 
seventh day before any annual or special municipal or state primary or election held on 
or before June 30, 2021 can qualify as if they were admitted to a healthcare facility in 
accordance with subsection (c) of section 91B of chapter 54 of the General Laws. 
Such voters may designate their home address for delivery of the ballot. 
 
Subsection (c): Allows early voting by mail for any annual or special municipal or state 
primary or election held on or before June 30, 2021. 
 
Subsection (d): Allows voters to use a vote by mail application or any form of written 
communication to request a ballot and sets the deadline for you to receive any vote by 
mail applications no later than 5 pm on the fourth business day before election day.  
 
Subsection (e): Allows use of absentee ballots for early voting by mail, but requires use 
of an early voting affidavit envelope for all early voters by mail. We recommend using 
“Early/Absentee” in the header if you have not already ordered ballots.  
 
Subsection (f): Requires you to add “EV” on the voting list next to the name of an early 
voter.  
 
Subsection (g): Requires the counting of early voting ballots in accordance with section 
25B of chapter 54 and further requires that the inner envelopes be retained with the 
ballots cast at the election and shall be preserved and destroyed in the manner 
provided by law for the retention, preservation or destruction of official ballots. Please 
note that you must count all early voting ballots at the appropriate precinct.  Unlike last 
year for the state primary and state election, you CANNOT advance remove or deposit 
early voting ballots for municipal elections.  
 
Subsection (h): Sets the deadline to return early voting ballots by mail to be the close of 
polls on the day of the election and allows voters to return their ballot by: (i) delivering it 
in person to the office of the appropriate city or town clerk; (ii) dropping it in a secured 
municipal drop box; or (iii) mailing it to the appropriate city or town clerk. 
 
Subsection (i): Requires the selectmen or city council to evaluate and report on whether 
a polling place change would have a disparate adverse impact on the basis of race, 
national origin, disability, income, or age. The report must be posted on the city/town’s 
website and in the clerk’s office at least 3 days before the vote to change it.  This 
subsection further requires polling place changes be posted on the municipal website 
and other places determined by the selectmen or city council and allows notification to 
voters by electronic means, to the extent possible, including by email or by reverse 911 
call. You DO NOT need to mail a notice to every household. 
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Subsection (j): Allows the appointing authority to appoint election officers without regard 
to political party membership, voter status, residence in the city or town or inclusion on a 
list filed by a political party committee if you determine there is a deficiency. This 
subsection also allows you to appoint any competent person willing to serve, without 
regard to political party membership, voter status, residence in the city or town or 
inclusion on a list filed by a political party committee a warden, clerk or inspector or the 
deputy of any such officer, if any such position is vacant within the 3 weeks preceding 
the election.  
 
Subsection (k): Allows you to eliminate the check-out table.  
 
Subsection (l): Provides a local option for in-person early voting for municipal elections 
held on or before June 30, 2021.  In order to have in-person early voting, the local 
election official must request and recommend in-person early voting. The vote must 
occurs not less than 5 business days prior to the proposed beginning of early voting. 
The vote itself must set the dates and hours, can begin no sooner than 10 days before 
the election and end must end no later than the business day preceding the business 
day before the election. You can opt to use your regular business hours unless you set 
different hours, which could be limited to weekend hours. If you conduct early voting in-
person for a municipal election, you have to designate an early voting site that is 
centrally located, suitable and in a convenient public building and publish notice of the 
early voting location, dates and hours at least 48 weekday hours before the early voting 
period begins.  
 
SECTION 7 amends Chapter 255 of the Acts of 2020 to add a new section (m), 
requiring providing an accommodation to voters who request one.  The 
accommodation is limited to voters who are blind or have vision impairments, mobility or 
dexterity disabilities, or other disabilities that make it difficult or impossible for them to 
effectively access a paper vote by mail ballot because they cannot independently read, 
write, hold, or physically manipulate standard print materials. This new section requires 
that upon receiving a request, the local election official shall make reasonable efforts to 
grant accommodations to the voter.  
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Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2020 (which was previously modified by chapter 92 of 
the Acts of 2020).  Red indicates new date, strike through means it does not 
apply.  
 
SECTION 1. (a) Notwithstanding section 9 of chapter 39, sections 26 and 28 of chapter 
51 and chapters 53 and 54 of the General Laws or any other general or special law or 
by-law to the contrary, a city or town with a municipal caucus or annual or special 
municipal election scheduled between the effective date of this act and June 30, 2021, 
may postpone such municipal caucus or municipal election in accordance with this act. 
The select board, town council, board of registrars or city council of the city or town may 
vote on any day prior to the date of their scheduled municipal caucus or municipal 
election to postpone the municipal caucus or municipal election to a date certain on or 
before August 1, 2021. Such rescheduled caucus or election shall be held in 
accordance with all applicable election laws except as otherwise provided in this act. 
 
(b) The select board, town council or city council of a city or town postponing a 
municipal caucus or municipal election pursuant to this act shall, following consultation 
with the local election official and the chief operating officer of the municipality as to 
logistics and feasibility, vote to reschedule the municipal caucus or municipal election. A 
copy of this act, the vote of the select board, town council or city council and a sample 
ballot shall be placed on the official municipal website not later than 20 days before the 
date to which the rescheduled caucus or election has been postponed. Notice of such 
action shall be provided to the public in other ways reasonably calculated to enable 
eligible voters to learn of the rescheduled election date and to cast ballots therein. The 
notice may include, but shall not be limited to, a “reverse-911” call, municipal list-serve 
notifications, advertisement on local cable television or issuance of a press release sent 
to local news media. 
 
(c) Consistent with section 107 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, an incumbent 
elected official whose term would have expired at a municipal annual town election if the 
election was not postponed pursuant to this act shall continue to serve in the official’s 
position until a successor is elected and qualified. 
 
(d) If this act does not take effect until after the date of a scheduled municipal caucus or 
municipal election during the state of emergency declared by the governor pursuant to 
executive order 591, declaration of a state of emergency to respond to COVID-19, the 
actions of the board of selectmen, town council, city council and local election officials to 
postpone a municipal caucus or municipal election shall be ratified, validated and 
confirmed as if this act had been in place prior thereto. 
 
SECTION 1A.  The select board, board of selectmen, town council or board of registrars 
may vote to eliminate a municipal caucus, scheduled to occur between March 23, 2020 
and July 31, 2021, if such board concludes that holding the municipal caucus would 
constitute a threat to the public health and safety due to the 2019 novel coronavirus, 
also known as COVID-19. In any town that eliminates the municipal caucus, nomination 
papers shall be used to nominate candidates pursuant to sections 7 and 10 of chapter 
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53 of the General Laws; provided, however, that such nomination papers shall be 
signed by not fewer than 10 registered voters of the town; provided, however, that to the 
extent that the forty-ninth day prior to the date of the election has passed, nomination 
papers shall be made available immediately, and shall be returned to the office of the 
board of registrars for certification no later than the date designated by the town clerk, 
which shall be no earlier than 36 days and no later than 32 days prior to the date of the 
election; provided further, that candidates shall be notified if their names will be placed 
on the ballot on the next business day after the deadline for filing, and the time for filing 
withdrawals and objections shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on the following business day. 
 
SECTION 2. The last day to register to vote for any annual or special municipal or state 
election postponed pursuant to this act or otherwise postponed in response to COVID-
19 shall be 10 days before the date to which the rescheduled election has been 
postponed; provided, however, that the board of registrars shall hold a registration 
session on that date not less than from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM and from 7:00 PM to 8:00 
PM. The voting list to be used at such rescheduled election shall include all eligible 
voters registered as of that date. 
 
SECTION 3. The caucus or election materials, including, but not limited to, absentee 
and official ballots, prepared for a municipal caucus or any annual or special municipal 
or state election postponed pursuant to this act or otherwise postponed in response to 
COVID-19 and bearing that date shall be used for the rescheduled caucus or election to 
the extent practicable. If additional ballots are required to be printed, the ballots shall be 
identical in form to those prepared for the original caucus or election. 
 
SECTION 4. Absentee ballots cast in connection with the original election date for any 
annual or special municipal or state election postponed pursuant to this act or otherwise 
postponed in response to COVID-19, whether returned before the original election or 
otherwise, and received by the local election official before the close of polls on the date 
of the rescheduled election, shall be processed in accordance with applicable law; 
provided, however, that any voter who chooses to vote in person on the date of the 
rescheduled election may do so if their absentee ballot has not yet been counted. 
Completed applications to vote by absentee ballot in the rescheduled election shall be 
accepted by the board of registrars until 12:00 noon on the last business day before the 
rescheduled election. 
 
For an election held on or before June 30, 2020 any person taking precaution related to 
COVID-19 in response to a declared state of emergency or from guidance from a 
medical professional, local or state health official, or any civil authority shall be deemed 
to be unable by reason of physical disability to cast their vote in person at a polling 
location. 
 
SECTION 5. (a) Notwithstanding section 25B of chapter 54 of the General Laws or any 
other general or special law to the contrary, any eligible voter may vote early by mail for 
any annual or special municipal or state election held on or before June 30, 2020. 
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(b) Any qualified voter wanting to early vote by mail may file with their local election 
official an application for an early voting ballot. Any form of written communication 
evidencing a desire to have an early voting ballot be sent for use for voting at an 
election shall be given the same effect as an application made in the form prescribed by 
the state secretary. Local election officials shall send early voting by mail ballots to 
those who have applied as soon as ballots are available. No application shall be 
deemed to be seasonably filed unless it is received in the office of the local election 
official before noon on the last business day before the date on which the rescheduled 
election is held. 
 
(c) Local election officials may substitute absentee ballots for early voting ballots for 
those voters requesting to vote early by mail in municipal elections. An early voting 
ballot or absentee ballot substituted for an early voting ballot, along with an envelope 
bearing an affidavit as set forth in section 25B of chapter 54 of the General Laws, shall 
be provided to each qualified voter who participates in early voting by mail. 
 
(d) The local election officials shall cause to be placed on the voting lists opposite the 
name of a qualified voter who participates in early voting the letters “EV” designating an 
early voter. 
 
(e) The counting of early voting ballots shall be consistent with section 25B of chapter 
54 of the General Laws and implemented regulations to the extent practicable. All 
envelopes referred to in this section shall be retained with the ballots cast at the election 
and shall be preserved and destroyed in the manner provided by law for the retention, 
preservation or destruction of official ballots. 
 
(f) All early voting ballots voted by mail shall be received by the town clerk before the 
hour fixed for closing the polls on the date on which the rescheduled election is held. 
Early voting ballots cast under the authority of this section shall be processed at the 
polls in a manner consistent with that set forth in said section 25B of said chapter 54. 
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Chapter 255 of the Acts of 2020 as amended.  Red indicates new date, blue 
indicates new language.  
 
(a)  For any annual or special municipal or state primary or election held on or before 
June 30, 2021, any person taking precautions related to COVID-19 in response to a 
declared state of emergency or guidance from a medical professional, local or state 
health official or any civil authority shall be deemed to be unable to cast their vote in 
person at a polling location by reason of physical disability. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, subsection (c) of section 
91B of chapter 54 of the General Laws shall apply to voters who have been instructed 
by a medical professional or a local or state health official to self-quarantine in their 
home beginning after noon on the seventh day before any annual or special municipal 
or state primary or election held on or before June 30, 2021 and such voters may 
designate their home address for delivery of the ballot. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding section 25B of said chapter 54 or any other general or special law 
to the contrary, any eligible voter may vote early by mail or as prescribed herein for any 
annual or special municipal or state primary or election held on or before June 30, 
2021. 
 
(d)  Any qualified voter wanting to early vote by mail may file with their local election 
official an application for an early voting ballot. Any form of written communication 
evidencing a desire to have an early voting ballot be sent for use for voting at an 
election shall be given the same effect as an application made in the form prescribed by 
the state secretary. Local election officials shall send early voting by mail ballots to 
those who have applied as soon as ballots are available. No application shall be 
deemed to be seasonably filed unless it is received in the office of the local election 
official before 5 P.M. on the fourth business day before the date on which the election is 
held. 
 
(e)  Local election officials may substitute absentee ballots for early voting ballots for 
those voters requesting to vote early by mail in municipal elections. An early voting 
ballot or absentee ballot substituted for an early voting ballot, along with an envelope 
bearing an affidavit as set forth in said section 25B of said chapter 54, shall be provided 
to each qualified voter who participates in early voting by mail. 
 
(f)  The local election officials shall cause to be placed on the voting lists opposite the 
name of a qualified voter who participates in early voting the letters “EV” designating an 
early voter. 
 
(g)  The counting of early voting ballots shall be consistent with said section 25B of said 
chapter 54 and related regulations to the extent practicable. All envelopes referred to in 
this act shall be retained with the ballots cast at the election and shall be preserved and 
destroyed in the manner provided by law for the retention, preservation or destruction of 
official ballots. 
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(h)(1)  A voter in receipt of an early voting ballot for any election pursuant to this act 
may complete and return the ballot by: (i) delivering it in person to the office of the 
appropriate city or town clerk; (ii) dropping it in a secured municipal drop box; or (iii) 
mailing it to the appropriate city or town clerk. 
 
(2)  All early voting ballots submitted by mail, delivered in person to the office of the city 
or town clerk or returned to a secured municipal drop box as provided by this act shall 
be received by the city or town clerk before the hour fixed for closing the polls on the 
day of the election. 
 
(i)  Notwithstanding section 24 of said chapter 54 or any other general or special law to 
the contrary, the select board, board of selectmen, town council or city council may, by 
recorded and public vote, change any polling place to be used at the election not less 
than 20 days prior to the date of the election if it is determined that the public 
convenience or public health would be better served. If the select board, board of 
selectmen or town council determines that the public convenience or public health 
would be better served, they may house all polling places in a single building within the 
municipality if such building is suitably equipped; provided, however, that alcoholic 
beverages shall not be served or consumed in that portion of a building used as a 
polling place, during voting hours or while ballots are being counted therein. In cities, 
the city council may designate polling places in non-adjacent precincts if they determine 
the public convenience or public health would be better served. In making a decision to 
change a polling place, the select board, board of selectmen, town council or city 
council shall evaluate and report on whether such change would have a disparate, 
adverse impact on access to the polls on the basis of race, national origin, disability, 
income or age and, not later than 3 days prior to changing a polling place, shall make 
publicly available on its website and at the office of the town or city clerk a report on its 
evaluation. When the polling places have been designated pursuant to this act, the 
board of registrars shall post on the municipal website and at other such places as it 
may determine, a description of the polling places and shall notify voters by using an 
electronic means, to the extent available, such as via email or reverse 911 call. 
 
(j)  Notwithstanding section 29 of chapter 53 of the General Laws, sections 11, 11B, 12 
and 13 of said chapter 54 or any other general or special law to the contrary, if the city 
or town clerk determines in writing that there is a deficiency in the number of required 
election officers, then the appointing authority may appoint election officers without 
regard to political party membership, voter status, residence in the city or town or 
inclusion on a list filed by a political party committee pursuant to said sections 11B and 
12 of said chapter 54. If the position of the warden, clerk or inspector or the deputy of 
any such officer, if any, is vacant within the 3 weeks preceding the election, the city or 
town clerk may fill the vacancy by appointing a competent person willing to serve, 
without regard to political party membership, voter status, residence in the city or town 
or inclusion on a list filed by a political party committee pursuant to said sections 11B 
and 12 of said chapter 54. 
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(k)  Notwithstanding sections 67 and 83 of said chapter 54 or any other general or 
special law to the contrary, the city or town clerk may eliminate the requirement that a 
voter provide their name or residence to an election officer at the ballot box and that the 
election officer mark the name off a voting list before the voter may deposit the ballot in 
the ballot box. 
 
(l)  Notwithstanding section 25B of chapter 54 of the General Laws or any other general 
or special law or municipal ordinance to the contrary, upon a recorded and public vote 
by the select board, board of selectmen, town council or city council authorizing early in-
person voting, any eligible voter of such municipality may vote early in-person for any 
annual or special municipal election held on or before June 30, 2021.  Such vote may 
only be taken after a request from the city or town clerk or authorized local election 
official recommending in-person early voting and provided that such vote occurs not 
less than 5 business days prior to the proposed beginning of early voting and that such 
early in-person voting complies with the following:  
 
(i)  A city or town, as part of the vote to allow early voting in-person, may set the early 
voting period to begin no sooner than 10 days before the election and end no later than 
the business day preceding the business day before the election. 
 
(ii)  Early voting shall be conducted during the usual business hours of the city or town 
clerk unless different hours are set as part of the vote, including any weekend hours. 
 
(iii)  The city or town clerk shall establish an early voting site that is centrally located, 
suitable and in a convenient public building. Notice of the early voting location, dates 
and hours must be posted at least 48 weekday hours before the early voting period 
begins. 
 
(iv)  A qualified voter voting early in person shall be provided with a ballot and an 
envelope where the ballot is placed after voting which contains an affidavit of 
compliance to be filled out by the voter. A qualified voter voting early in person shall 
complete an affidavit under the regulations promulgated by the state secretary for the 
administration of early voting and appearing at 950 CMR 47.00, as applicable, which 
shall include a notice of penalties under section 26 of chapter 56 of the General Laws 
 
(m) A voter who is blind or has vision impairments, mobility or dexterity disabilities, or 
other disabilities that make it difficult or impossible for them to effectively access a 
paper vote by mail ballot because they cannot independently read, write, hold, or 
physically manipulate standard print materials may request an accommodation from 
their local election official. The request shall be received by the local election official not 
later than the fourth business day before the election. Upon receiving such information 
from a registered voter by phone or electronically, the local election official shall make 
reasonable efforts to grant accommodations to the voter. 
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